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Toss Excessive Force

Case Against 2 COs

By REUVEN BLAU

Trials and Hearings judge

has excesalve ‘use-
of-force ¢harges agamst two
Corraction Office

“The testxmony of the [m—
mate]. wds, 80 patgntly in-
credible uncorroborated

that.the charges.of the im:

permissible use of force could
not be sustained,” ruled Ad-
mxmstrahive Law Judge
Donna R..Merris.

The De Rartment of Correc-
tion sought to ﬁrn Porrectxon
Ofﬁcers R T
and 5-  ae i—-»_»- for
their involvement in the Oct.
21, 2001 .incident.

Dap_ai"txﬁént’s Case

The department argued
that Cun-
justifiably beat an inmate
who refused to provide iden-
tification. when he tried to
enteradlfferent hous: ‘area

the officers later made false
and misleading statements
to authorities regarding
what occurred.

The officers’ attorney,
David McGruder of Koehler
and Isaacs LLP, argued at
the OATH proceeding that
the charges were based

».Admlmsti'atlve

enter- 3

‘ golely on the mmates uncor-
‘roborated testimony.

A department Investigator
who -examined.- the. incident
conciuded the use-of-force al-
legation could .not be sub-
stantiated. The Investigatar
based the findings on the

medical releases from the in- [

mate, as well as a review of
the reports from officers in
the area.

report, the OATH ju & dge con-
cluded “Neither fficer

used any force against the in-
mate,”

COBA: Had No Merit

Norman Seabrook, presi-

dent of the Correctmn Offi- |

cers' Benevolent Association,
blasted the department for
charging the officars despite
the Investigator’s findings.
“Clearly, this case was
wn‘.hout merxt from the be-
ing;" he- Bmd “Rather
y 8

en&ed cthat | the departme . _
mend them for thexr contin-

ued dedication to guarding
the cltys most dangerous
precincts.”

The OATH recommenda-
tion was forwarded to DOC
Commissioner Martin F.
Horn, who has final disci-
plinary authority.
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